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Lesson: May 11, 2020

Objective/Learning Target:  
Students will be able to effectively analyze a piece of 
prose and write an effective essay in a timely manner. 



Success Starter   
Self Reflection:
On a sheet of paper, reflect on past timed writings and FRQs and answer 
the following questions in a written response:

1. Do you annotate the prompt?
2. How much time do you spend reading the passage?
3. Do you annotate the passage?
4. How much time do you spend planning your essay?
5. How long does it take you to write your thesis?
6. Time it takes you to find evidence to support your thesis?
7. Do you go back to make sure you answer all the prompt?
8. Do you write a conclusion?



Success Starter Help Part 1 
Do you annotate the prompt?
How much time do you spend reading the passage?
Do you annotate the passage?

● Always annotate the the prompt and passage. It will allow you to read faster- when you know 
what you are looking for, and ensures you answer all parts of the prompt. 

● If annotating actual text is not an option, jot notes down as you read on paper or in a Google 
document. 

Time to spend: Max: 10 minutes

How much time do you spend planning your essay?
● If you have annotated your prompt and the passage, you should spend a good 10 minutes 

here.
Time to spend: Max: 10 minutes

How long does it take you to write your thesis?
● Use the ATMsVMPE method if needed to make sure you get something down on paper- and 

quickly. If time permits, you can go back and make revisions. 
Time to spend: 2 minutes

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1TKM84x-sX2CwC3Qi_oZNQ_g55EgiEqraixATG7jXvgU/


Success Starter Help Part 2   
Time it takes you to find evidence to support your thesis?
● If you have annotated, this should go quickly.

Time to spend: 2 minutes

Do you go back to make sure you answer all the prompt while writing your essay?
● DO IT! This makes sure you are not rambling and stay focused. Not answering all parts 

of the prompt will not get you a high score. 
Time to spend actually writing the body of your essay: 10-15 minutes 

Do you write a conclusion?
● If you have time- or one comes naturally to you by the end of the essay- yes. 

Otherwise- don’t worry about it. It is better to spend more time on analysis and 
explanation of that analysis than it is to write a conclusion. 



Timed Writing 
Directions:
 Create a blank Google document and title it Timed Writing: The Things They Carried.
Take a moment to set a countdown timer for 40 minutes before you begin. Click on the 
links below to find the pages for this timed writing. Watch your timer! When the 40 
minutes are up- STOP!
As soon as you open the first link to the passage, begin your timer. 

***Please Use Ctrl + to make the images of the text larger on the document slides.***

Online Timer 

https://www.online-stopwatch.com/countdown/




Timed Writing Reflection 
Once you have finished your essay, pause for a moment to reflect on what 
you struggled with the most in those 40 minutes. Answer the following 
questions on the same sheet of paper as your Success Starter. 

1. Where did you need more time?

2. Is there anywhere that you could spend less time without skipping annotation 
or planning?

3. Do you have a distraction-free environment? How can you make sure you are 
as focused as you need to be in order to produce your best work?



Student Sample Essays
Directions:
Read the student examples on the following slides. After you read the student 
samples, re-read your essay and answer the following questions:

1. What did you do well in your essay? 
2. How do you need to improve your essay? 
3. Annotate your essay with comments or suggestions.





With the current rubric, this essay would score 
a high 4 or 5.



Reflect and Revise Your Plan
Directions: After reading the student samples, revisit the strategy and timeline provided 
to you in the Success Starter. Note any adjustments in the timeline that you need to make 
for yourself in order to produce your best possible work within 40 minutes.  You will write 
this on the same sheet of paper as your success starter and other notes throughout this 
lesson. 

1. Time needed to annotate the prompt?
2. Time needed to reading and annotate the passage?
3. How much time do you need to spend planning your essay?
4. How long does it take you to write your thesis?
5. Time it takes you to find evidence to support your thesis?
6. Do you go back to make sure you answer all the prompt?
7. Did you have time to write a conclusion?



Additional Resources

YouTube Link to all College Board Virtual Lessons

There are several lessons at the above link regarding prose- 
both its analysis and essay composition.
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